The infectivity of cucumber mosaic virus Y strain (CMV-Y) decreased after mixing with bovine pancreatic ribonuclease (RNase). The amount of infectivity lost was dependent on the virus to enzyme ratio in the mixture and on the pH used for incubation.
sence of RNase. At every pH value, during the initial 20min of incubating virus with RNase, there was significant changes in absorption at wavelengths which generally in dicate increases light scattering (280-320nm). After 20min these changes occurred very slowly. As expected, the light scattering changes were most significant at pH 6 and next at pH 7 and slight at pH 8.
The virus-enzyme mixture incubated for 1hr at pH 8 after incubation at pH 6 for 1hr, was centrifuged on a sucrose density gradient and the virus zone was removed.
The UV spectrum of the treated virus was essentially the same as the spectrum of untreated virus. This suggests that changes in absorption spectra of virus-enzyme mix ture shown in Figure 8 are probably due to light scattering caused by formation of ag gregated virus-enzyme complex and not due to degradation of virions. Results in Table   1 and Fig. 2 indicate that the binding of RNase with virus particles occurs immediately after mixing and at pH 6 aggregates quickly. 
